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AD alogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Curldap, Feb2uarp the 28. 1682. 


AY, this Ple lay down and Ile 

ftand by’t, thatif a Knight come 
to Vin——’s Enchanted Caiftle 
yonder, and (hall at the tight of 
an Efquire either fneak away through one of the 
many Sally-ports made to that -place, or {hall 
hide himfelf either under a Bench or otherwife 
from the face of the Enemy. The diftreffed Da- 
mofels have a right of petitioning to have his 
Spurrs faw’d off for his having tranfgreffed the 
ettablifh’d Rules of Chivalry. 

Earn. I guefs what you would be-at. That 
was about a month fince; I remember fome men 
began to expect a Parliament upon it, becaufe it 
had been obfetv’d, that againft fuch a time betore, 
he came thither in order to wheedle in the Votes 
of the well-affected. 

_ Feft. Ay, but they find the Knight is noCon- 
jurer. What if he appear’d there only that he 
might inform againft them ? 

Earn. O no, that was too much his Duty to 
be his Defign. 

Fet. How, Brother, isit an honeft mans Duty, 
fay you, to be an Informer? Whether it be or 
no, | advife you not to fay fo for the Worlds 
The Whigs one and all will be upon you. An 
honeft man an Informer! 

Earn. Let *em fay and do what they pleafe; 1 
will affirm that Informing ( in the fenfe in which 
*tis now exploded ) is not only a lawful, but a 
very good and honeft work. 

Feft. Thou’rt a brave Fellow. ‘But if you’l be 
venturing, prethee fiep to the Wonder, there you 
may remember, we faw the very Armour in 
which ( under his wearing Cloaths ) Colledg ac- 
companied the True-Proteltant Cavalcade to Ox- 
ford. Innocent man! I faw no piece among ’em, 
for defence of the Neck, though the Back and 
Breaft-piece were Piftol-proof. Now if you can 
procure this Armour, you may be fomewhat the 
more defperate. 

Earn. \f that were all, I could have the Ar- 
mour_ which was tound in Dr. Tong’s Library after 
his Deceafe , and was much fuch another as Col- 
ledg’s. But I have no occafion for either, thanks 
to our good Government. 

Feft. But why do you {peak fo kindly of Infor- 
ming and Informers ? 

Earn. 1 have the greateft Reafon in the World, 
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becaufe the Legiflators of this Nation have always 
given them the faireft encouragement either by 
allowing them fhares of Fines or other advantages. 
which they would never have done, if they had 
been a peftilent fort of perfons (as our Whigs 
have of late reprefented them ). or if they had noc 
been abfolutely neceffary to the Common: weal. 

Fe. But I have heard it objected, that Judg 
Coke has given a very ill Character of them, and 
calls em turbidum bominum genus, Rep. part 3. 
cs 

Earn. So they may obferve he charaGerizes 
Concealers too, c.87. but it is to be underftood of 
Vexatious Informers who make ( as himfelf fays ) 
Jnares of fome obfolete Laws, aud vex and depau- 
perize the Subject, and commenly the poorer fort, 
for malice or private ends, and not for love of Fuftice. 
Now this fort of Informers béing blame-worthy, 
itis reafonable to infer that the contrary is lau- 
dable; for he grants in the fame Chapter, that 
to deter Informers to inform, &c. will in effect lay 
afleep all penal Laws: and concludes in favour of 
Informers, that though the King fhould pardon 
the Offence informed of, yet the Law is fo kind 
to the Informer as to empower him to profecute 
for his part. So that the Corollary from hence is, 
That “the man who out of love to Jultice and 
“the Government, fhall impartially profecute the 
“ Offenders againft wholfom Laws, isa man who 
“ deferves well of his Countrey, and ought to ve 
“ belov'd, affifted and encourag’d. 

Feft. As you fay, Laws would be mighty filly 
matters, except notice be given to the Magi- 
ftrate of the InfraGtors. There has been a time 
when a Malignant that had any Eftate dare hardly 
be feen, for fear of an Informing Spirit which was 
gone forth among thofe chofen Saints. 

Earn. Yes, yes, and that without and againf 
all Law; but then it was not call d Informing, but 
Difcovering. 

Jef. And now we are ufon’t, pray what fort 
of People are thoft that Fobn Calvin contends to 
be fo abfolutely neceffary in Ecclefiaftical Difci- 
pline, and which he calls Morum cenfores ? 

Earn. They were a fort of Spies upor® their 
Neighbours, ten times more troublefom to ho- 
neft men than our lawful Informers are to 
Knaves. Behold them defcrib’d by a Reverend 
Author 5 “ They were not only Authorized to take 
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“notice of notorious Crimes, when they gave iuft 
“ {candal to the Church, or {uth as paft in that ac- 
“count by the Voice of Fame ; rbut alfo to enquire 
“into the lives and converfations of all forts of 
“perfons ; even to the private ordering of their 
“ {everal Families. In reference to which laft, they 
“are required to make a diligent and ftri@ en- 
“‘quiry, whether Men lived peaceable with their 
“Wives, and kept their Families in good order 5 
“whether they ufe conftantly fome courfe of 
“Morning and Evening Prayer in their feveral 
“Houfholds, fit down at their Tables without 
“faying Grace, or caufe their Children or Ser- 
‘“vants diligently to frequent the Churches 5 with 
“ many others of that nature. And to the end 
“they may come the better to the knowledg of 
“all particulars, it is not only permitted by the 
“Rules of their Difcipline to tamper with Mens 
“Neighbours, and corrupt their Servants 5 but to 
“exact an Oath of the parties themfelves, who 
“are thereby required to make anfwer unto all 
“fuch Articles as may or fhall be tendered to 
“them, ee. 

Feft. But perhaps they ufled this Power with 
Moderattion. 

Earn. ‘The fame Author from Calvin, Ep. ad 
Farell. gives you an inftance in two chief Magi- 
ftrates cal?d Perinus and Cornews, and an Elder 
named Henricus, who. with other of their Friends, 


being merry at an Invitation, fell to Dancing: ° 


Notice hereof being given to Calvin by {ome falfe 
Brother, they were all called into the Confiftory, 
excepting Cirneus and Perinws: and being inter- 
rogated thereupon, They lyed (faid he ) moft 
impudently both to God and us. At that (faid 
he ). 1 grew offended, as the indignity of the 
thing deterved; and they perfilting in their con- 
tumacy , I thought it ft to put them to wheir 
Oaths about it; fo faid fodone. And they not 
only did confefs their former Dancing, but alfo 
tat upon that very day they had been dancing 
in the Houfe of one Balthafal’s Widow. On which 
Confcffion he proceeded to the cenfure of all the 
Parties, which certainly was fharp enough for fo 
{mall a fault ( for a fault he was refolved to 
make it) the Syndick being difplaced, the Elder 
turned out of his Office, Perine and his Wife 
clap’d up in Prifon, and all the reft expofed to 
{ome open fhame. 

Feft. This was Informing with a witnefs. E- 
vangclical Liberty! Pray, Brother, let me ask 
ycu one gueftion more 5 you inftruéted me here- 
tofore how to underftand the word Moderation, 
which the Whigs fo much admire , and now you 
have enlightned me in the matter of Informing, 
which they fo much decry: Do fo much as tell 
me what they mean by Subornation ? 


Earn. Why, God preferve the Government 
upright from their Tugs; bne they have pull’d 
the Englifh Language all of one fide. Sxbornation 
did formerly fignifie the dealing with any Perfon 
to {wear contrary to their knowledg but now Robin 
offers a perfon concern’d fomewhat to difcover 
what he knew, and an Indiétment is brought 
againft him for Swbornation, but the Cefs-Precefs 
that Harry Care is fo angry at in his laft Courant 
but one, put an end to the matter. 

Fet. °Tis wellthe Kings Proclamations fcape 
’em, which frequently offer Rewards to Acceffa- 
ries or Accomplices, if they] difcover their Fel- 
lows. 

Earn. Never fear that ; Heaven be praifed, our 
Betters don’t flight the wholefom advice of the 
wife, old Heathen God, Fortiks utére loris, they 
fee that no man is a more violent Enemy thana 
pardon’d Villain, nor any more feditious and 
troublefom than tolerated Diffenters and indulg’d 
Republicans , and are confequently very well a- 
ware of the Fate of him who Mentis inops gelida 
formidine lora remifit. 

Fet. O Pedantick ftuff! away with your 
{craps! VPle affure you, I am put in great hopes 
of a Reformation from a Prayer I chanced to o- 
ver-hcar laft Sunday froma certain Exercifer yon- 
der in Se. Bartholomew's Clofe. 

Earn. Pray, how do you mean ? 

Jet. 1 was coming by a Meeting-houfe there ; 
I think *twas one Powel’s, ( who talk’d very much 
with old Nick concerning Reprobation, as he 
pretends ) and Iheard a grievous howl, which I 
liften’d to and ’twas follow’d with, O Lord, a- 
waken our Confciences, and this in fuch a dreadful 
tone, as was alone able to have broke fome Wo- 
mens hearts, and thofe who were there, did in- 
deed figh and fob very well upon’t. "Dad, thought 
I, this is a good feafonable Ejaculation for the 
Whigs, for their Confciences have been ftupidly 
una¢tive amidft all their late carryings on: And 
then I hearken’d again, but nothing enfuing for 
fome time, but fnivel and groan, 1 came away 
withing with him that the Confciences of his 
Party might be awaken’d. 

Earn. And truly { am of your mind, and that 
twas a Prayer more neceflary than one of another 
of that Set, who in the behalf of his Majetty 
pray’d very heartily ( good man ). Lord, give bim 
length of days, that be may out-live bis Succeffor. 

Fet. Come, Come, Brother, this fhews the de- 
ficiency of our Liturgy, which not being provided 
of Offices for thefe emergent Occafions leaves 
great room for men that difpute for Extemporary 
Prayer; and if any thing ever overturn the Church 
of England, it mult be done by thefe fort of Argu- 
ments. 
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